
der way.  Since the front 

of the Cottage was re-

cently painted,  the paint-

ers will be painting the 

back, two sides, and the 

front steps and railings. 

   The Cottage will be 

glistening in the sun for 

the 2009 season. 

   The painting of the ex-

terior of the Cottage has 

begun.  During the work 

weekend, Board members 

did a thorough job of 

scraping and prepping 

the front steps and rail-

ings.  The painters expect 

to begin their prep work 

the week of May 4, and 

then to get painting un-

        Sinners Repaint! 

   Members of the Board of 

Directors and friends of the 

Cottage  gathered the first 

weekend of May to prepare 

the Cottage for the opening of 

the 2009 season. 

   The industrious crew set 

about cleaning the Cottage 

from top to bottom, vacuum-

ing, washing woodwork and 

windows, polishing furniture, 

scrubbing floors, washing and 

ironing curtains and linens, 

cleaning cupboards and clos-

ets, and rearranging furniture. 

   The paint crew touched up 

walls, ceilings, baseboards, 

and furniture.  The white 

wicker furniture on the first-

floor porch is gleaming! 

   Other crews repaired miss-

ing floor tiles and grout, 

glued down curling corners of 

wallpaper, caulked tubs and 

wall joints, tightened door 

latches and hinges, replaced 

batteries in all of the smoke 

detectors, and cleaned radia-

tors. 

   Attractive and functional 

new handrails have been 

installed in the main stairway 

at the first floor landing on 

two exterior walls and on the 

newel  post.  

   Other improvements in-

clude the painting of the 

basement floor, walls, and 

rear door steps, and the instal-

lation of pantry and supply 

shelving in the kitchen corri-

dor by the contractor. 

   In the bathrooms the 

shower floor and wall joints 

were caulked, and the shower 

door frame in the second 

floor bathroom was  modified 

to provide adequate head-

room.  In addition, a safety 

grab bar was installed in the 

shower rear wall. 

   The landscaping was tended 

to by Herb and Laurie Weier 

and is looking wonderful as a 

result of their tireless efforts 

at weeding, planting and 

mulching. The tree on the 

Peck Street side of the house 

has been cut down since the 

autumn meeting, and the 

Institution has plans to re-

move the stump and plant a 

replacement tree. 

   As a result of all of the hard 

work by all of the crews, the 

Cottage will be in tip-top 

shape for the upcoming sea-

son.  All of this was accom-

plished under the able leader-

ship of  Dr. Louise Robert-

son, Mary Taylor and Peter 

Westphal.   Thanks to all. 
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main source of income, the rent paid by 

the summer visitors, is not sufficient to 

sustain it through the coming years.           

thank her for the sharing of her time and 

talents for the betterment of the Cottage 

and wish her a speedy recovery. 

   Please come and enjoy the Cottage—a 

place of genuine hospitality and a revered 

part of the Chautauqua experience.  

                               Mary J. Taylor  

                               Vice President 

 

  As you have read in this newsletter, a 

great deal has been done to spruce up the 

Cottage.  From the basic nuts and bolts 

items to the ever present use of a paint 

brush, these improvements have been 

accomplished by our talented and devoted 

Board of Directors and “assistants” to 

whom we give a big THANK YOU! 

   It is fitting that this issue unveils a 

crisp, new style newsletter thanks to our 

creative Board member, John Tamplin.  

We hope, in future issues, to keep you 

apprised of what is transpiring at the 

Cottage as well as the needs of the Cot-

tage to ensure its future as a vital part of 

the Chautauqua scene.  Any contribu-

tions, ideas, etc, you may have for this 

newsletter are always welcome.  

   It is also my unfortunate task to advise 

that Dr. Louise Robertson, our President 

and Board member, has found it neces-

sary to resign due to health concerns.  We 

Houses, as you know, require mainte-

nance and upkeep.  This year the Cot-

tage is being painted, and in a few 

years it will need a new roof. All of this 

is costly. 

   We hope that you will prayerfully 

consider the Cottage as you plan your 

charitable gifts for the year.  Contribu-

tions in any amount are most gratefully 

accepted throughout the year and may 

be sent to The Episcopal Cottage, P. O. 

Box 1255, Chautauqua, NY  14722. 

  You are one of the many frequenters 

of Chautauqua who love the Episcopal 

Cottage.  Otherwise, you wouldn't be 

receiving and reading this newsletter.  

And so it is important to remind our-

selves in this day of a down-turned but 

recovering economy that the Cottage 

needs our financial help all of the time. 

   The Cottage is not funded or under-

written by any organization, parish, or 

diocese.  It is totally self-sustaining and 

depends on all of us for its funding.  Its 

  The Episcopal Chaplains who will be 

serving The Chapel of the Good Shep-

herd and residing at the Cottage for the 

2009 season have been slated: 

Week 1 (June 27—July 4)                                

The Rev. Canon William Wipfler, Dio-

cese of Western New York 

Week 2 (July4—July11) 

The Rev. Daniel Gunn, Diocese of Beth-

lehem 

Week 3 (July11—18) 

The Rev. Dr. Perry T. Fuller, Diocese of 

Southwest Florida 

Week 4 (July 18—25) 

The Rev. Peter Williams, Diocese of 

Central New York 

Week 5 (July 25—August 1)  

The Rev. Dr. James Walters, Diocese of 

London, England 

Week 6 (August 1—8) 

The Very Rev. Ward B. Ewing, Diocese 

of New York 

Week 7 (August 8—15) 

The Rev. Canon Carl Ruttan, Diocese of 

Southern Ohio 

Week 8 (August 15—22) 

The Very Rev. J. Brad Benson, Diocese 

of Rochester 

Week 9 (August22—29) 

The Rev. Nancy Roth, Diocese of Ohio 

August 29—30 

The Rev. Ethan Cole, Diocese of West-

ern New York 

 

Ten Episcopal Chaplains Selected for 2009 Season 

Message From the Vice President. . . 
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Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua, Inc. 

Financial Report 
                  Actual                Budget              Actual 

               12/31/2007              2008                   12/31/2008 

                        INCOME 

Rent             20,201.02             18,000.00                    20,100.84 

Memberships              1,440.00                1,500.00                     1,540.00 

Retreats                 605.00                1,000.00                     1,320.00 

Contributions              3,516.57                1,500.00                      6,210.00          

Interest on Bank Deposit                          528.29                   250.00                      2,133.03 

Dividends and Capital Gains            5,445.64                  300.00                      117.31 

Investment Gain (Loss)                          (2,253.36)              1,500.00                  (25,841.11) 

Card Sales                     0.00                       0.00                         109.19 

Other                  428.99                   200.00                      7,214.24 

   Total Income          29,912.15              24,750.00                   12,903.50 

                         EXPENSES 

Gas                 941.54                 1,000.00                        753.71 

Electricity             1,299.40                 1,325.00                     1,714.28 

Telephone                                                                394.73                    350.00                        187.38 

Insurance                                      952.00                   850.00                         796.00             

Taxes/Garbage/Fees                                             1,729.59                 1,300.00      1,441.43 

Laundry             1,011.58         750.00        754.00 

Cleaning Service/Porter              1,243.75                 1,600.00     2,632.50 

Repairs and Maintenance           4,637.47      4,500.00     6,175.50 

Water & Sewer               172.92         650.00        715.28 

Contributions/Gifts               112.75         175.00        150.00 

Gate Fees & Parking               860.00         900.00        710.00 

Postage/Office/Brochure              666.31         800.00        453.28 

House Supplies/Internet           1,136.50      1,200.00         694.60 

Food              1,427.29      1,950.00      1,283.09 

Love Gift/Compensation              500.00      2,000.00      2,000.00 

Other                   96.50         400.00         119.99 

Petty Cash                    0.00             0.00         228.05 

Capital Improvements           8,835.59      5,000.00    18,210.98 

    Total Expenses         26,017.92             19,750.00   39,020.07 

 

Excess Income (Expenses)           3,894.23      5,000.00   (26,116.57) 

Balance, January 1          75,245.63             0.00    79,139.86 

 

Balance, Ending          79,139.86      5,000.00     53,023.29 

 

    CASH AND INVESTMENTS 

Cattaraugus County Bank     

Checking Account—operating          4,053.47                                                    8,469.78 

T. Rowe Price Mutual Funds    

Restricted major capital         75,086.39       44,553.51 

 

Total Cash and Investments        79,139.86      53,023.29 



Tuesday Social Hour Hosts 

Week 1 (June 30): St. Paul’s, Mayville, 

 NY 

Week 2 (July 7): St. Luke’s, James-

 town, NY 

Week 3 (July 14): Trinity Memorial 

 Church, Warren, PA 

Week 4 (July21): Trinity, Fredonia, NY 

Week 5 (July 28): St. Bartholomew’s, 

 Tonawanda, NY 

Week 6 (August 4): St. Matthias, East 

 Aurora, NY 

Week 7 (August 11): St. Mary’s, Go-

 wanda, NY 

Week 8 (August 18): St. Peter’s, West

 field, NY 

Week 9 (August 25): St. Alban’s, Silver 

 Creek, NY 

 Cottage Hospitality Tradition Continues  

   Dyan also reports that the Cottage 

was host to two retreats last season.  

Christ Episcopal Church, Hudson, OH, 

held their retreat in the spring, and 

Church of the Holy Spirit, Erie, PA, 

met in the fall.  In addition, there were 

two private rentals of the Cottage for 

wedding parties. 

   Those wishing to book retreats or 

private rentals should contact Dyan 

Noves at 716-366-0504.  

 

  

 

 

 

   We are to be reminded that the Cot-

tage is not handicapped accessible and 

that pets and smoking are not permit-

ted. 

  Dyan Noves reports that over 500 

people attended the weekly Tuesday 

teas held at the Cottage during the 

2008 season.  Parishes from both New 

York and Pennsylvania hosted the teas 

and, in many cases, provided musical 

entertainment as well. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Hosts for the Tuesday Social Hour for 

the upcoming season have been sched-

uled and include: 

 

Long Range Plans 

Presented 
   Long Range Planning Committee 

Chair, James Graham, reported 

that the committee has been looking 

at long-range plans in three often-

overlapping areas.  In terms of fi-

nance, the committee is exploring 

possibilities and strategies for a 

fund-raising campaign to ensure the 

future of the cottage.  A finance and 

development subcommittee has 

been appointed by Vice President 

Mary Taylor to head the effort. 

    

   In terms of Cottage improve-

ments, the committee is exploring 

the possibility of adding another 

bathroom on the third floor, looking 

at the feasibility of expanding the 

structure, and reviewing safety fea-

tures such as smoke detectors and 

the sprinkler and alarm systems. 

 

   The committee has also concerned 

itself with what it terms 

“Chautauqua relations” and is look-

ing to enhance the Episcopal pres-

ence at Chautauqua and to raise its 

visibility.  The committee will be con-

tacting the Religion Department to 

discuss a number of possibilities.  

They are also hoping to be able to 

invite Cottage chaplains who can sup-

port the Religion Department’s 

themes and to use their expertise for 

programs at the Chapel of the Good 

Shepherd and at the Cottage.   

    It is important as we look to the 

future and plan for the Cottage’s en-

sured existence that we keep in mind 

why we are doing this and what the 

Cottage is all about. 

 

   The “Mission Statement” in the By-

Laws of the Episcopal Cottage of 

Chautauqua, Inc. states that “The 

Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua, 

established in 1919 and supported 

by interested Episcopalians and other 

people of faith, provides a ministry of 

hospitality in the name of Jesus Christ 

consistent with the teachings and doc-

trines of the Christian faith as received 

by the Episcopal Church.”   

 

   As such, we members of the Cottage 

have a great tradition that has been 

entrusted to us to maintain, and it is 

something of an awesome responsibility 

that rests with us.  Fortunately, we are 

blessed with a membership made up of 

people who take this responsibility very 

seriously and who are willing to give 

generously of their time, their talents, 

and their  gifts to see that the mission of 

the Cottage is carried out and will con-

tinue to be carried out in the future. 

 

   The history of Chautauqua and its 

impact on the intellectual, cultural and 

spiritual life of America is well-known 

throughout the world, and we can be 

very proud of the fact that the Cottage 

and the Chapel have been an integral 

part of that history.  It is now our re-

sponsibility to see that the Cottage con-

tinues to be a vital part of all that Chau-

tauqua has been and will continue to be. 

 

   *          *          * 


