
  Cottage Registrar, Mary 

Jane McKnight, reports 

that the occupancy rate for 

the year was 99%, with no 

openings going into the 

season.  There were sev-

eral last-minute cancella-

tions, which the Hurons 

worked hard to fill so that 

there was only one unfilled 

room for the season. 

  Generally the process has 

been smooth, and appli-

cants seem to really like 

the ease of online applica-

tions. 

   However, there was a 

computer glitch in early 

October where some appli-

cations did not come 

through.  We worked with 

the computer company to 

resolve this and contacted 

every person who stayed at 

the Cottage the prior sea-

son to see if they had, in 

fact, submitted an applica-

tion I had not received.  

The issue has been re-

  solved. 

   When an application is 

received, the applicant re-

ceives an immediate ac-

knowledgement.  .  

    Though third floor rooms 

are the last to fill, we have 

received many positive com-

ments about the new bath-

room on the third floor. 

Board Revises Can-

cellation Policy 
   At their August meet-

ing, the Cottage Board 

directed that individuals 

who cancel due to serious 

illness or death should 

have 50% of their money 

refunded if their room is 

eventually rented. 

   There were several such 

cases this year where 

hardship was involved.  

The Board’s action takes 

this into consideration 

and provides for a much 

fairer policy in such situa-

tions.  

B & G Committee 

Hard at Work    
Peter Westphal  and  

Isabel Hodgin 

 The past year presented 

challenges to the Cottage 

that required extraordinary 

efforts to keep the property 

stable and improving. 

   This was possible because 

of the leadership of our 

president, the quick re-

sponse of board members 

and supporters in the area, 

and a team approach. 

   This was particularly 

fortunate because the 

Building and Grounds co-

chairs, Peter Westphal and 

Isabel Hodgin, have both 

had significant physical 

challenges this year. 

   For the coming year, we 

are hoping that some pro-

jects can be handled with 

board, staff and labor.  We 

may need to plan on a more 

regular, if managed, use of 

contract help.  By selecting 

projects we can do, and 

fixing rather than replac-

ing, costs can be controlled. 

   The support we received 

from contract help on short 

notice and the quality of 

their product suggests that 

we will benefit from  a plan 

to coordinate our tasks 

with contractors’ schedules. 

   After the projects are 

chosen, we recommend a 

plan to schedule building 

tasks for the Fall before 

November shut-down and 

decorating tasks for the 

spring.   

   Completed projects on the 

second and third floors in- 

(see B & G, page 3) 
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Summer 2014 

The scenic Chautauqua Marina, backed by the 

iconic Bell Tower, beckons your return. 

Reservation Report 

By Mary Jane McKnight 



Decorating Committee Reports Pro-
gress,, Looks to the Future 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                    

                   

 

  We have ended our 2014 season with 

many positive reviews of the work that 

happened at the Cottage since last year, 

especially the half bath on the third floor 

and the replacement of the front door.  

Small changes can make life so much 

easier for everyone. 

   We also had many notes of appreciation 

for our hosts, Darlene and Jim.  We are 

grateful for their welcoming efforts and 

their desire to make sure the day to day 

responsibilities move along without a 

glitch. 

   Jim keeps a list of your suggestions and 

includes them in the end-of-the-year re-

port, which we then add to our to-do list 

for the fall and spring work weekends.  

Thank you for thoughtfully making the 

recommendations. 

   It is time also to give thanks to our two 

members of the Board who are ending 

their terms, Toppie Bates+ and Mary 

Taylor.   

Themes Announced for 

2015 Amphitheater 

Lecture Series 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week One 

June 29-July 3 

21st-Century Literacies 

 

Week Two 

July 6-10 

Boys Will Be Boys, Then 

Men 
 

Week Three 

July 13-17 

Immigration 

 

Week Four 

July 20-24 

Irrationality  

 

Week Five 

July 27-31 

Art & Politics  

 

Week Six 

August 3-7 

Vanishing  

 

Week Seven 

August 10-14 

Redefining Europe  

 

Week Eight 

August 17-21 

The Middle East Now and 

Next  

 

Week Nine 

August 24-28 

Creating Healthy Commu-

nities 

   Toppie served as our Board Chaplain for 

seven years.  She is a long time Chautau-

qua person with a deep commitment to 

the Episcopal presence on the grounds, 

serving as Chaplain one year at the 

Chapel of the Good Shepherd and also on 

the Board where her compassion was 

appreciated by everyone.  We will miss 

you, Toppie, and hope you will stop to see 

us when you return each year to Chautau-

qua. 

   Mary Taylor was president of the Board 

for seven years, being very efficient in 

running our Board meetings and keeping 

us all on task of our responsibilities.  She 

had a system that worked well, and we 

will miss her leadership skills.  Mary will 

continue on as an interested person,  help-

ing with Long Range Planning and Build-

ing and Grounds.  Thank you, Mary, for 

your years of working with us. 

Blessings, 

Nancy 

 

 

A Message from the President 
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Decorating Committee 

Cites Progress, Looks to 

the Future 
 The Decorating Committee reports 

that the second-floor full bathroom was 

refurbished and the ceiling replaced.  

The walls were painted with Benjamin 

Moore’s “Macadamia Nut”, and the 

woodwork throughout the house is be-

ing replaced with Benjamin Moore’s 

“Dove White.”  

   In addition, bi-fold doors were in-

stalled in rooms that had curtains cov-

ering the closets. This work was all 

done by Johanna Munger, much to the 

satisfaction of the Committee.   

  Earl Riggell successfully completed a 

number of carpentry projects near 

opening time, including the installation 

of the new front door and the third-

floor bath.  The total decorating cost 

was $2,057.75. 

   Next year the Committee would like 

to repair and paint the walls from the 

first floor to the second. 

   New photos of the redecorated rooms 

will be taken and added to the website. 

Bricks Still Available  

  

Friends and guests of the Cottage 

still have the opportunity to pur-

chase honorary/memorial bricks for 

the patio at a cost of $100.00 per 

brick.  The cost includes engraving 

according to the donor’s wishes. 

 

Policy Reminder 
 

 

 

 

Visitors and guests of the Cottage are 

reminded that the Cottage is not  handi-

capped accessible and that it is Board 

policy that children under the age of 18, 

pets and smoking are not permitted. 

                              Thank You                           

 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hosts call it 

 “Another Good Year” 

   Hosts Jim and Darlene said, “It has been 

another good year!  As hosts, we have been 

incredibly privileged to be associated with 

Clergy, with the Board, with workers, and 

with guests who all have enriched our lives 

with warmth, varied information and ex-

periences, and a positive hope for the fu-

ture of the Episcopal Cottage and its min-

istry to the Chautauqua community and to 

the Church.” 

   A great deal of positive feedback has 

been received from guests regarding both 

the hosts and the Cottage. 

   The statistics say it all.  The hosts pre-

pared 66 breakfasts of fruits, breads and 

spreads  and took care of 142 guests, 

mostly returnees but also some new ones.  

They hosted nine Bible studies, assisted by 

Angela James.  They also presided over 

nine teas arranged by Victoria and Bill 

Bauer and ten coffee hours with refresh-

ments after Sunday morning Eucharists. 

   Jim and Darlene expressed their  grati-

tude to  Board members and  other inter-

ested workers for their “extremely gener-

ous support.” 

(B & G from page 1) 

clude restoring the roof flashing 

seal for the plumbing vent.  In 

addition, a new toilet was added 

to the third floor, and handles, 

rails and grabs were added to 

stairways. 

   Completed main floor and exte-

rior projects include installation 

of a new front door, replacing the 

narrow opening with a 36-inch 

single door. 

   The emergency exit door and 

steps at the north end of the 

porch, along with the fire escape 

stairs, were painted, and the 

kitchen sink received new fau-

cets. 

   The lower floor also received 

much attention.  A new rubber-

ized floor and a new ceiling fan 

were installed in the hosts’ apart-

ment along with a new floor for 

the apartment bathroom.  In ad-

dition, the bathroom was reno-

vated.  

    Among the repeat tasks taken 

care of by the B & G Committee  

 were checking faucets for drips 

and leaks, cleaning the carpet, 

checking and replacing electrical 

outlets, painting the entry stair 

railings and trim, replacing the 

blue alert tape on the steps, hav-

ing the alarm system serviced and 

inspected, replacing batteries in 

the CO monitors and arranging for 

a fire inspection. 

   As you can see, our Building and 

Grounds Committee is an excep-

tional team. 

 

Election Results  
   At the August Board meeting, the 

election of officers and Board mem-

bers was held with the following 

results: 

Officers 

      President: Nancy Graham 

      Vice President: Victoria Bauer 

      Secretary: Dyan Noves 

      Treasurer: Larry McKnight 

 

Board Members 

Victoria Bauer 

Rick Schultz 

Peter Westphal 

Cottage provides Best 

Tuesday Social Hours 

By Victoria Bauer 

 
   The Tuesday Social Hours this year 

went quite smoothly with all of the 

churches coming through on their given 

Tuesdays in grand style.  In spite of 

rain on all but two Tuesdays, our atten-

dance remains pretty constant at 

around 375 with our twelve or so regu-

lars.  

   This year, at Dyan Noves’ suggestion, 

we tried an ice cream social, which, in 

spite of the cool summer, was warmly 

received. 

   As much as attendees always praise 

the food prepared by the churches, a 

most flattering comment was that our 

social is “more social than others, that 

there are meaningful conversations as 

well as good food.”  And there is always 

praise for Jim and Darlene as out-

standing hosts. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

By Larry McKnight 
 

   The financials for the ten 

months through July 31, 2014, 

are running as expected.  Reve-

nue from contributions, life 

memberships and investments 

are running better than plan 

while revenue from seasonal 

and off-season rentals were on 

plan, reflecting our full house 

this year. 

   On the expense side, most 

areas are running consistent 

with plan with the exception of 

insurance, unscheduled mainte-

nance and capital improve-

ments. 

   Insurance is over plan due to 

prior year undercharges from 

our insurance provider, which 

were used as a basis to develop 

the budget.  Unscheduled main-

tenance was over plan due to 

roof repairs and water leaks.   

   Capital improvements were 

over plan due to a Board deci-

sion to proceed with the long-

discussed addition of a half 

bath on the third floor and 

needed improvements to the 

Host Couple’s apartment.  These 

overages were covered by funds 

accumulated from prior years’ 

favorable results as well as this 

year’s favorable revenue results, 

particularly contributions and 

life memberships. 

   The insurance overrun will 

continue in future years, but 

hopefully the other two items 

will not repeat in the future. 

   Our balance sheet remains 

strong with continued growth in 

our investment account  and 

ongoing additions to our facility 

replacements reserves.  These 

funds provide the rainy day re-

serves that we need due to the 

inevitable issues associated with 

owning and maintaining  an 

older house. 

   Fiscal year data will be avail-

able at the October Board meet-

ing along with a budget proposal 

for the 2015 fiscal year. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________
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   Episcopal Cottage News is a tri-annual newsletter 

published after the spring, summer, and fall meetings 

of the Board of Directors.  It seeks to keep the mem-

bers and friends of the Episcopal Cottage of Chautau-

qua, in the words of Mary Taylor, “apprised of what is 

transpiring at the Cottage as well as the needs of the 

Cottage to ensure its future as a vital part of the Chautauqua scene.” 

   As such, E C News welcomes your contributions to this publication.  

Please send your news items to John Tamplin, Editor, 4765 Scott 

Drive, Hermitage, PA 16148, or email them to:                                        

welshman1828@yahoo.com.   

         

    

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Board Meetings 

October 17-18, 2014  

April 24-25, 2015 

August 30, 2015 

Retreats at the Cottage 
    
   

 

 

 

 

   Two occupancies scheduled for fall are a family using it for a wed-

ding, August 31—September 2, and the Retreat of the Episcopal 

Church Women of the Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania, Septem-

ber 13—15. 

 

   The Cottage is available for retreats and private rentals during the 

fall season.  To make a reservation, contact Paul Cawein, Retreat Co-

ordinator, at 43 Vincent, P. O. Box 573, Chautauqua , NY 14722 or call 

716-357-4185 or visit our website at: 

 

www.episcopalcottage.com 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Yes, I would like to take this opportunity to support the ongoing mission of the Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua. 

 I understand that the Cottage is not supported by any organization, parish or diocese and that it needs my help to continue its ministry of hospitality, 

which it has provided for over ninety years. 

 

    I am pleased to enclose my tax-deductible gift to the Cottage in the amount of $___________________ 

                

       Name_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

      Address______________________________________________________________________ 

 

      City_______________________________ State/Province______________________________ 

 

      Country_______________________________________Postal Code_____________________ 

 

      Please clip and return this form to  Mr. Lawrence McKnight, Treasurer  

                                                              2970 St. Johns Ave., 6-C, Jacksonville, FL  32205, U.S.A. 

                                                             (Checks payable to “The Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua, Inc.”) 

 

 
All gifts to the Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua, Inc. are appreciated and are deductible from U. S. Federal and State Income Taxes. 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

An Opportunity to Help the Episcopal Cottage. . . 

Change of Address? 
  If you have a change of address, 

PLEASE notify us  so that you don’t 

miss a single issue of Episcopal Cottage 

News.  Due to the rising cost of postage, 

we will no longer re-send newsletters that 

are returned for incorrect addresses. 

  

  

 

 

 

 Simply notify us of the change at  

welshman1828@yahoo.com 

or at 4765 Scott Drive, Hermitage, PA   

16148. 

 

 


