
   At its October meeting, 

the Board of Directors of 

the Cottage issued the 

following directives:  

  

 

 

   It has been brought to 

our attention by a number 

of neighbors in the Chau-

tauqua community that 

some of our gatherings on 

the upstairs porch have 

elicited negative comments 

that need to be addressed. 

   Therefore, we ask for 

your cooperation in observ-

ing the following guide-

lines for the upstairs 

porch and patio:  

 The upstairs porch 

and patio are for the 

use of the guests of 

the Cottage, who 

have paid for that 

privilege. 

 Please respect our 

neighbors by keeping 

noise to a minimum. 

 Out of respect for 

and for the safety of 

passersby, please do 

not place beverage 

glasses or bottles on 

the railings of the 

upstairs porch. 

 

 

 

   IMPORTANT ! 

Notes from the Reser-

vations and House 

Committees 

   Our on-line applica-

tion system had a mal-

function.  If you submit-

ted an on-line applica-

tion for next summer, 

please email Mary Jane 

McKnight at 

LLMcK@aol.com to 

verify that it was received.  

We regret any inconven-

ience this has caused.   

This does not impact paper 

applications that have been 

submitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

Eighty applications were 

received by October 15, and 

one-third were made 

online.  Weeks 1, 6 and 7 

are filled with waiting lists.  

   Because there have been 

so many requests for weeks 

1, 6 and 7, it is impossible 

to give everyone their first 

choice of weeks and/or 

rooms, though every at-

tempt was made. 

   Payment time for reser-

vations has been extended 

to January 31. 

*     *     * 

   For the House Commit-

tee, Mary Jane reports that 

the work on Rooms 6 and 

12 was completed at a cost 

of $2,000. 

                                                                               

 

Episcopal Cottage News 

Board Sets New Guidelines 

 

Bo a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 4  
 
 

     Na n c y  G r a h a m  
        P r e s i d e n t  
 

     V i c t o r i a  Ba u e r  
       V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  
 

     Dy a n  No v e s  
        S e c r e t a r y  
 
     L a r r y  M c K n i g h t  

        T r e a s u r e r  
 
 

        M EM BE R S  
 
 

     M a r g a r e t  Ba t e s +  
           
    P a u l  C a we i n  

 
    V i r g i n i a  C o x  
 

    I s a b e l  Ho d g i n  
 
    S a n d r a  R e d m o n d  

      
    J o h n  T a m p l i n  
 

    M a ry  T a y l o r  
 
    P e t e r  W e s t p h a l  

 
         

 

    M r .  &  M r s .  Hu r o n  
         H o s t  &  Ho s te ss  
 
 

INT ER E ST E D WO RK ERS  

 
G e o r g e  G i n t h e r  

 
M a ry  J a n e  M c K n i g h t  

 

 He r b  W e i e r  
 

 L a u r i e  W e i e r  

 
 

            October 2013 

Other Board Actions 

 

GIFTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   Regarding  gifts to the 

Cottage, which are al-

ways appreciated, the 

Board adopted the follow-

ing policy statement: 

 

   “Property and restricted 

cash gifts require approval 

by the Board of Directors 

of the Cottage.” 

    COTTAGE 

 INDUSTRY 
 

  Cottage Industry has 

accomplished its goal of 

financing the renovation 

of the patio and is now 

coming to a close.   

   Thanks to all who 

participated and espe-

cially to Sandra Hoyt 

for creating and engi-

neering the project.  It 

has been a great suc-

cess. 



  

     

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                    

    It was the first time for me to lead 

a Board meeting, so with the help of 

Robert’s Rules of Order, John Tam-

plin as my Parliamentarian and 

Mary Taylor close by, we all seemed 

to move forward and accomplish 

many new items of business.  We 

have two work weekends a year, and 

you are invited and welcome to join 

us.  Our spring weekend when we 

open the Cottage is April 25-26.  It is 

a time of fellowship, fun and hard 

work too. 

   The years always end with many 

positives, and one was the seamless 

transition of our new Host and Host-

ess, Jim and Darlene Huron.  We 

appreciate their efforts, as there are 

so many details that make our sum-

mer weeks possible. 

   We hope that many of you found 

our new brick path to the back of the 

Cottage inviting to share lunch with 

  At its October work weekend, 

the Cottage Board made final 

preparations for the closing of the 

Cottage for the winter. 

   Rooms were cleaned, curtains 

and linens were laundered and 

furniture was re-arranged. 

   Building and Grounds Commit-

tee Co-chair, Isabel Hodgin, re-

ported that the awnings have 

been removed and stored and 

that the water systems will be 

drained and prepped on or 

around November 1. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 At that time, Building and 

Grounds Co-chair, Peter West-

phal, will remove all of the air 

conditioning units from the win-

dows.   

   Later in the fall, Peter will be 

bringing in replacement toilets 

and arranging the Cottage’s out-

door holiday lighting. 

   At the same time some carpen-

try work will be done in the 

Hosts’ apartment bath, and 

clean-up after the water drainage 

will be completed with the wet-

dry vacuum. 

   The committee is in the early 

stages of exploring the possibility 

of putting a second bathroom on 

the  third floor.  Both structural 

feasibility and cost are still being 

investigated. 

someone on the patio.  We will con-

tinue to extend the bricks to the 

pavers to make it easier to move the 

small tables over a larger space.   

   We wish to thank our guest, E. J. 

Schickli, for his gift of the Measured 

Drawings of the Episcopal Cottage.  

Mr. Schickli, an architect, spent 

many hours measuring every place 

inside and out to develop the plans.  

In his letter to us, Mr. Schickli said, 

“I poked into every nook and cranny I 

found.  No surprises, no treasures.  

Just good solid Yankee construc-

tion..”  The drawings will be used in 

many ways, especially as we continue 

to make changes to our ‘summer 

home away from home’. 

   Blessings as we near Christmas 

and the beginning of a new year.   

                                       Nancy 
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  Episcopal Cottage 

News  

Announces a Slight 

Change in Format 
 

   It was decided at the October 

Board meeting that Episcopal 

Cottage News will no longer 

carry a financial report.  The 

Cottage’s financials, however, 

will always be readily available 

to our readers. 

   To obtain the Cottage’s Bal-

ance Sheet or Profit and Loss 

Statements, simply request 

them from Lawrence McKnight, 

Treasurer, at:  

          LLMcK@aol.com 

 

 

     

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  

 

Getting the Cottage 

Ready for Winter 

Did You Know That 
  . . .in 1979 the National Park Ser-

vice recognized Chautauqua’s his-

toric importance by adding it to the 

National Register of Historic Places? 

  . . .in 1989 the Department of the 

Interior designated it a National His-

toric Landmark District? 

   . . .the Chautauqua Literary and 

Scientific Circle (CLSC), founded in 

1878  by John Heyl Vincent, is Amer-

ica’s oldest continuously operating 

book club? 

   . . .the Chautauqua movement 

spread throughout the United States, 

and by the mid-1920s, circuit Chau-

tauquas appeared in over 10,000 

communities to audiences of more 

than 45 million? 

   . . .George Gershwin visited Chau-

tauqua and composed parts of his 

Concerto in F in one of the small 

wooden piano shacks? 

   . . .Chautauqua has been visited by 

Ulysses S. Grant, Franklin D. Roose-

velt, Booker T. Washington, Bill 

Clinton, Al Gore and Tom Ridge?  



 

 

                                                                                                                         

         

    

     

  

  

                                                                             

           

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   As we approach the holiday season, we are re-

minded of the two words that sum up the entire holi-

day season—THANKS and GIVING.  Let us greet the 

season with thankful hearts for all of the gifts with 

which we have been blessed and also with a spirit of 

generosity as we begin to think about our holiday 

charitable giving. 

   And, in that spirit let us prayerfully consider the 

Episcopal Cottage for what it gives to us and what we 

can, in turn, give back to it.  Treasurer Lawrence McKnight reports that the 

Cottage faced some financial challenges this year: 

 Rental income did not grow due to some room vacancies; contribution income 

was down for the third year in a row, and Cottage Industry sales were off 

sharply, only partially offset by the sale of the shelf sitters. 

 On the expense side, water and sewer charges were up substantially due to 

the replacement of a faulty meter which has resulted in under charges over 

the past two years.  House expenses were also up as costs for food, supplies 

and cleaning were all up measurably. 

 The net impact of all of this was an operating shortfall of 

$1,649.33, which was covered by funds taken from the 

Capital Improvement Fund. 

 On the Balance Sheet our investments increased due to 

the market results, and our cash balance was essentially 

flat.  

Your U.S. tax deductible gifts in any amount  are greatly 

needed and will be deeply appreciated for generations to come. 

 

A Time for Thanks and Giving  

 

Policy Reminder 
 

 

 

 

Visitors and guests of the Cottage are 

reminded that the Cottage is not  handi-

capped accessible and that it is Board 

policy that pets and smoking are not 

permitted. 

                       Thank You 
                           

Why We Need Your Help 

   The Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua is 

not funded or underwritten by any organiza-

tion, parish or diocese. 

   It is totally self-sustaining and depends on 

all of us for its funding.  Its main source of 

income, the rent paid by the summer visi-

tors, however, is not sufficient to sustain it 

through the coming years.   

   It is the generous gifts of the friends and 

guests of the Cottage that are essential in 

securing the Cottage’s continued ministry of 

hospitality, which it has maintained for 

nearly one hundred years. 

Meet Your Board of Directors 

     Row 1: The Rev. Margaret Bates;  Sandra Redmond; Dyan Noves, Secretary 

     Row 2:  Nancy Graham, President; John Tamplin 

     Row 3:  Mary Taylor; Peter Westphal; Victoria Bauer, Vice President 

     Row 4:  Lawrence McKnight, Treasurer; Paul Cawein, Isabel Hodgin, Virginia Cox 

 



.                                  

                                

 

 

 

   Episcopal Cottage News is a tri-annual newsletter 

published after the spring, summer, and fall meetings 

of the Board of Directors.  It seeks to keep the mem-

bers and friends of the Episcopal Cottage of Chautau-

qua, in the words of Mary Taylor, “apprised of what is 

transpiring at the Cottage as well as the needs of the 

Cottage to ensure its future as a vital part of the Chautauqua scene.” 

   As such, E C News welcomes your contributions to this publication.  

Please send your news items to John Tamplin, Editor, 4765 Scott 

Drive, Hermitage, PA 16148, or email them to:                                        

welshman1828@yahoo.com.   

         

    

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Board Meetings 

 April 25-26, 2014 

August 24, 2014 

October 17-18, 2014 

Retreats at the Cottage 
    
   

 

 

 

 

   Paul Cawein reports that two groups used the Cottage this fall:  a 

family used it for a wedding, August 31—September 2, and the Re-

treat of the Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Northwestern 

Pennsylvania, September 13—15. 

 

   The Cottage is available for retreats and private rentals during the 

fall season.  To make a reservation, contact Paul Cawein, Retreat Co-

ordinator, at 43 Vincent, P. O. Box 573, Chautauqua , NY 14722 or call 

716-357-4185 or visit our website at: 

www.episcopalcottage.com 

Page 4                            Episcopal Cottage News                       October 2013 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Yes, I would like to take this opportunity to support the ongoing mission of the Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua.  

 I understand that the Cottage is not supported by any organization, parish or diocese and that it needs my help to continue its ministry of hospitality, 

which it has provided for nearly one hundred years. 

 

    I am pleased to enclose my tax-deductible gift to the Cottage in the amount of $___________________ 

                
       Name_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

      Address______________________________________________________________________ 

 

      City_______________________________ State/Province______________________________ 

 

      Country_______________________________________Postal Code_____________________ 

 

      Please clip and return this form to  Mr. Lawrence McKnight, Treasurer  

                                                              28 Bristol View Drive, Fairport, NY 14450-4214 , U.S.A. 

                                                             (Checks payable to “The Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua, Inc.”) 

 

 
All gifts to the Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua, Inc. are appreciated and are deductible from U. S. Federal and State Income Taxes. 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

An Opportunity to Help the Episcopal Cottage. . . 

Change of Address? 
   If you have a change of address, we 

would greatly appreciate your notifying 

us  so that you don’t miss a single issue of 

Episcopal Cottage News, and we don’t 

end up paying double postage for your 

newsletter if, indeed, we are able to for-

ward it after it is returned. 

  

  

 

 

 

 Simply notify us of the change at  

welshman1828@yahoo.com 

or at 4765 Scott Drive, Hermitage, PA   

16148. 


