
This project has been 

discussed briefly this past 

season and already there 

have been willing donors. 

  I would also appreciate 

input about starting such 

a project.  Contact me at: 

  A cottage industry is 

being considered as a 

fundraiser for the Cot-

tage.   

   What are your skills? 

Do you paint, sculpt or 

write?  Do you quilt, knot, 

crochet, or weave?  Are 

you a woodworker, pho-

tographer, candle maker, 

or jewelry maker?  Do you 

have a friend or relative 

who has some out-

standing talent and 

would be interested in 

donating their creations 

to be sold with proceeds 

going to the Cottage?  

 “Cottage Industry” Under Consideration 
By Sandra Hoyt 

  After another successful 

season, the Cottage, has 

been closed for the year.  

The Directors assembled 

on October 23 and 24 for 

their final meeting of the 

year and to get the Cot-

tage ready for winter.   

  On Friday under the 

direction of Peter West-

phal, the house was 

cleaned from top to bot-

tom, outdoor chairs, ta-

bles, and cushions were 

stored, closets were 

straightened, showers 

were scrubbed, linens 

were washed, and con-

crete was mortared. 

  Outside, a new tree, an 

“Autumn Blaze” maple,  

has been planted by the 

Institution to replace the 

one removed in the 

spring.  The tree is quite 

large, nicely shaped, and 

is a columnar breed, one 

that grows up rather than 

out. 

   Herb and Lori Weier 

tidied up the landscaping 

around the tree and 

raked the leaves.  In the 

spring they plan to add 

more Myrtle and Pachy-

sandra beneath the tree. 

  On Saturday, the Board 

met and approved a re-

quest for updating the 

sprinkler, alarm, and 

monitoring system at a 

cost of $11,100.  This 

expenditure underscores 

the necessity of the Cot-

tage’s fundraising en-

deavors.   

  In addition, the Board 

extended its search for 

a website designer, still 

hoping that one of our 

readers will step forth. 

We will make a deal! 

  The Board is also hoping 

to find someone with 

grant-writing experience 

who will  come forward 

and assist with grant 

proposals. 

   Dominating the meet-

ing, however, was the 

discussion of the impor-

tance of fundraising to 

meet the Cottage’s ever-

increasing expenses. 
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that took over a year to complete, 

requiring over 90,000 stitches.”  After 

making an outline drawing of the 

painting, he transferred it to canvas 

and used a photograph of the print as 

a color guide. 

   Dr. Wilmont, of Falls Church, VA, 

has since donated the needlepoint to 

the Episcopal Cottage, where it is 

now a focal point in the living room 

to be enjoyed by all of the residents.  

   The atmosphere coupled with the 

attractiveness of the Cottage is a testi-

mony to the dedication of the Board 

and other volunteers without whose 

time and devotion many aspects of 

“Cottage life” would not be possible.  

There are many who travel consider-

able distances to attend Board meet-

ings, and while those are times in 

which important decisions are made, it 

is during the “off season” that much of 

the so-called “real work” takes place.  

At the fall meeting of the Cottage 

Board, action was taken that will en-

hance the safety of the Cottage’s 

“physical plant.”  It is with the keen 

foresight and planning of Board mem-

bers and the financial support of so 

many that the improvements will be 

made.   

We look forward optimistically to the 

  The Cottage has been the fortunate 

recipient of a beautiful, painstakingly 

done needlepoint rendering of famed 

Chautauqua artist, Rita Argen Auer-

bach’s, “Chautauqua” poster. 

   Dr. Ben D. Wilmont, a good friend 

of the Cottage, says that “Auerbach’s 

well-known watercolor seems to 

catch the flavor of Chautauqua.”  He 

goes on to say, “I undertook doing it 

in needlework—a daunting project 

   Board member Peter Westphal and 

his wife, Jane Robbins, in a gesture of 

generosity, recently gave the Episcopal 

Cottage a life insurance policy, which 

was surrendered for its cash value.  

Both Jane and Peter are Life Members 

of the Episcopal Cottage, and the Board 

is indeed grateful for their gift.  

   As a Board member, Peter is Chair-

man of the Building and Grounds Com-

mittee, and as such, is acutely aware of 

the Episcopal Cottage’s capital needs.  

Under Peter’s leadership, the Board 

has just authorized significant up-

grades to protect the Episcopal Cottage 

and its guests, namely: the fire sprin-

kler system will be modernized so that 

it can operate in the off-season; a moni-

toring service for our fire alarms will be 

established to a central station; and  

hard-wired smoke detectors will be 

installed in all guest rooms. 

   Needless to say, there will be a fund 

drive in the near future to raise capital 

for these improvements, which will cost 

over $12,000.  The Cottage is strictly 

self-supporting and is not funded by 

any organization, parish, or diocese.   

Room rental income, unfortunately, is 

simply insufficient to pay for the 

needed improvements.  Your generous 

support, however, will enable the Board 

to make these much needed improve-

ments.   

   We hope that the spirit of generosity, 

which Peter and Jane have demon-

strated will set the tone for the upcom-

ing fund drive and inspire others to  

want to support the Cottage.  Gifts of 

cash, securities, life insurance, real 

estate, or other assets are most wel-

come forms of support.  No gift is too 

small, and no gift goes unnoticed.     

Your generous support in the past has 

been gratefully received, and we look 

forward to your continued support of 

our beloved Cottage. 

 

       

    Board Member Kicks off Fund Drive 
                                                                                 

   Message From the Board President . . .             

      Cottage Receives Stunning New Work of Art                             
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coming year—and years—and to the 

continued interest of so many 

“friends of the Cottage” whose gener-

osity towards it is invaluable. 

 To all— 

   Best wishes for the coming Holiday 

Season and a Happy and Blessed 

New Year! 

                                     Mary Taylor 

                                     President 

     

Rita Argen Auerbach and Ben D. Wilmont, M. D.  



Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua, Inc. 

Balance Sheet 
as of September 30, 2009 

 

 
                                                                     

ASSETS 

       Cash 

  Cattaraugus County Bank 

     checking account    9,531.70       

        Other Assets 

     Life Memberships              -2,700.00* 

  T. Rowe Price Mutual Funds                        54,192.94 

  
TOTAL ASSETS               61,024.64 

 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY             
      Liabilities                       0.00 

       Equity 

   Opening Balance Equity            59,321.00 

   Unrestricted Net Assets           -13,298.14 

   Net Income              15,001.35 

  

 TOTAL  LIABILITIES & EQUITY                        61,024.64 

 
 *Life memberships are now a balance sheet item, and 5% of the balance will be available to fund     

operations each year.  They are shown as a negative asset because the cash has not been transferred 

to the T. Rowe Price Investment Account. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 Images of Chautauqua to Sustain Us Through the Winter 
 

 

  

 
      

   

  



 

 

 

A Happy Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

                  A Blessed Advent 

 

 

 

A Merry Christmas 

 

 

Winter Arrives; Hibernation Begins 

E C News has recently 

discovered some mistakes 

and misspellings in its 

mailing list.  If there are 

any errors on your mail-

ing label from us, please let us know so 

that we can correct them in our data 

base.  You can email us at 

welshman1828@yahoo.com                 

or 

write us at 

John Tamplin, E C News Editor 

4765 Scott Drive 

Hermitage, PA  16148 

We appreciate your patience and help. 

                                             Thank you.                                                                                   

   Winter 

arrives, the 

Cottage is 

cleaned and 

closed up, 

the leaves 

are raked, 

and Episco-

pal Cottage 

News will be put to bed for the winter.   

During its winter hibernation, however, 

the editorial office will remain open to 

receive your news items for the spring 

issue.  We look forward to hearing from 

you. 

  And now, on behalf of the Board of 

Directors, staff, and all who work for 

the Cottage,  we wish you a warm and 

healthy winter filled with all of the joy 

and happiness that come with the win-

ter holidays.  

   We especially want to wish you     

   The Episcopal Cottage News is a tri-annual news-

letter published after the spring, summer, and fall 

meetings of the Board of Directors.  It seeks to keep 

the members and friends of the Episcopal Cottage of 

Chautauqua, in the words of President Mary Taylor, 

“apprised of what is transpiring at the Cottage as well 

as the needs of the Cottage to ensure its future as a vital part of the 

Chautauqua scene.” 

   As such, E C News welcomes your contributions to this publication.  

Please send your news items to John Tamplin, Editor, 4765 Scott 

Drive, Hermitage, PA 16148, or email them to:  welsh-

man1828@yahoo.com.   

         

After November 15, interested parties can contact Sandra 

Hoyt for applications for the 2010 season: 

Sandra Hoyt, 18509 Harborside Dr., Cornelius, NC  28031 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Board Meetings 

April 30, May 1, 2010 

August 29, 2010 

 

   Remember that all donations to the 

Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua are 

deeply appreciated and are deductible 

from Federal and State Income Taxes.  

To help defray the cost of the sprin-

kler-alarm system as well as other 

expenses, please give your prayerful 

consideration to sending a tax-

deductible contribution anytime in 

any amount to: 

The Episcopal Cottage  

24 Peck Avenue 

P. O. box 1255 

Chautauqua, NY  14722 

Retreats at the Cottage 
   The Cottage is available for retreats and private rentals during the 

off season.   Please note that new rates and regulations will be going 

into effect in 2010. 

   To schedule a retreat or a private rental, contact Paul Cawein, Re-

treat Coordinator, at 43 Vincent, P. O. Box 573, Chautauqua, NY 

14722 or call 716-357-4185. 
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