
will facilitate sending out 

letters and emails in the 

future to raise funds and 

to notify members of room 

openings.  A search is 

also underway to locate a 

resource for telephone 

conferencing. 

. 

    

  

   The Long Range Plan-

ning and Development 

Committee has worked 

closely with the Retreat 

Study Group to make rec-

ommendations on how to 

revise  the current retreat 

program.  During the off-

season, the Committee will  

be implementing new pro-

cedures. 

   In addition, the Commit-

tee along with the Treas-

urer and Building and 

Grounds Committee has 

secured estimates on re-

placing the roof of the 

Cottage as well as a pro-

posed air conditioning or 

ventilation system. 

   The Committee is also 

preparing to load the 

Cottage mailing list into 

Microsoft Access, which 

Projects in the Offing   By George Ginther          

  Chautauqua’s Depart-

ment of Religion has an-

nounced that the Most 

Rev. Dr. Katherine Jef-

ferts Schori, Presiding 

Bishop of the Episcopal 

Church, will be the Chap-

lain for week 2 of the 

2011 season. 

  The first woman ever to 

be a primate of the Angli-

can Communion, Bishop 

Schori was elected at the 

75th General Convention 

on June 18, 2006, and 

enthroned in the National 

Cathedral in Washington 

on November 4, 2006. 

   Born to parents of 

Swedish ancestry, Bp. 

Schori earned a B.S. de-

gree in biology from Stan-

ford University (1974), 

and an  M.S. (1977),  and 

Ph.D. (1983), both  in 

oceanography, from Ore-

gon State University.   

  In 1994, she earned her 

Master of Divinity degree 

from the Church Divinity 

School of the Pacific and 

was ordained priest that 

same year.  

   After serving as an as-

sistant rector in Corval-

lis, Oregon, she was 

elected Bishop of Nevada 

in 2000. 

  In 1979, Bp. Schori mar-

ried Richard Miles Schori, 

a professor of topology at 

Oregon State.  Their 

daughter Katherine is a 

captain and pilot in the 

U. S. Air Force.   Bishop 

Schori is also an instru-

ment-rated pilot. 

  In a lecture given at the 

Church Divinity School of 

the Pacific, Bp. Schori 

defined the Church as 

“the body of baptized folk 

called into service to the 

dream of God, where the 

poor hear good news, the 

captives are set free, the 

sick are healed, all are 

fed, housed, clothed, and 

live together in peace.” 

   The Cottage and the 

Chapel are planning an 

event to honor Bp. Schori.  
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The Presiding Bishop 



the slope prevents the soil from erod-

ing down the hill.  Several kinds of 

green covers are planted on the south 

slope.  Three different varieties are 

spaced evenly in that area.  On the 

south end is a sweet gum tree, in the 

middle is a flowering dogwood sur-

rounded by some hostas retained 

from earlier plantings, and near the 

west end is a new Autumn Blaze Ma-

ple tree. 

  Four new boxwood bushes now form 

a green “box” at the base of the blue 

sign near the corner of Peck Avenue 

and the brick walk.  Two smaller 

boxwood bushes saved from the old 

landscape materials greet guests on 

either side of the sidewalk leading to 

the front porch. 

  The space between the large, older 

yews in front of the house and the 

brick walk is now completely covered 

with dark green myrtle that is identi-

cal to the ground cover of the house 

to the north. 

  When you are at Chautauqua next 

summer, take a look at the progress-

  

     

 

ing ground cover along the south 

side.  While they progress to com-

pletely cover the space, you may        

see a weed or two trying to establish 

residence.  Weeds are not welcome.  

Please pluck them out and toss them 

in a trash can behind the house and 

become Mr. or Mrs. Greenjeans of the 

green movement at the Episcopal 

Cottage of Chautauqua.  And 

thanks ! 

  The Building and Grounds Commit-

tee thinks of green in several ways.  

CFL lamp bulbs and sensor switches 

are used wherever possible, and pa-

per, glass, aluminum cans and plas-

tic are recycled.  Becoming environ-

mentally “green” inside the Cottage 

has begun. 

  Outside the house, the landscape 

plan to have an actual all green, easy

-to-maintain environment is nearing 

completion.  On the south side of the 

house, a new row of dark green yews 

has almost progressed to the goal of 

shielding the view of the house’s 

foundation from Peck Avenue.  The 

Chautauqua Institution Grounds 

Department helped to locate yews to 

match the ones at the front of the 

house that have been in place for 

more than thirty years. 

  The soil slopes from the house to-

ward Peck Avenue where a new brick 

drain replaces the former open ditch, 

and a native stone wall at the base of 

   The Cottage Board held its regular 

fall meeting at which a review of the 

past season was made concerning the 

numerous projects that had been un-

dertaken with positive results indicated 

in each area. 

   Now on to 2011 !  There are, as is 

reflected in other sections of this print-

ing, several projects that will be carried 

out over the winter/spring months, and 

ideas gathered  concerning some issues 

that are long range in nature such as 

the roof, boiler, etc. 

   As you might expect, we look to our 

numerous, far-flung friends and sup-

porters for assistance when it comes to 

caring for the Cottage as we operate on 

a very slim budget.  If it were not for 

the generosity of Board members and 

volunteers, who give of their time and 

numerous talents, we would not be able 

to carry on—it’s called “dedication” !  So 

please keep these faithful workers in 

your thoughts as we proceed and lend 

your support when able. 

   Best wishes for a pleasant holiday 

season with family and friends, and our 

sincere thank you for your interest in 

the Cottage ~ a gem of Chautauqua ! 

Mary J. Taylor                                 

President 

   

     Long Range Planning Committee 

Chairman George Ginther has an-

nounced that The Episcopal Cottage 

will jointly host a meditation retreat 

the weekend of September 16-18, 

2011, with Subagh, who co-founded 

the Mystic Heart Program along with 

Ross MacKenzie.   

 

     Retreatants will be charged $150-

$175 per person for the weekend.  

Simple comfort food will be included, 

and linen service will be provided.  

 

     Additional information will be 

forthcoming.                                      

 

The President’s Message 

The Cottage is Green 
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Meditation Retreat 

 Scheduled 

By Laurie Weier 

Laurie Weier at work in the garden 



Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua, Inc. 

Balance Sheet Summary 

as of September 30, 2010 
 

 ASSETS 

   Cash 

    Cattaraugus County Bank 

                                                     Checking Account   10,935.04 

   Undeposited Funds         100.00 

   Other Assets 

    T. Rowe Price Mutual Funds  60,759.03 

 

 TOTAL ASSETS      71,794.07   

    

            LIABILITIES & EQUITY 

   Liabilities 

    Accounts Payable        184.06 

   Equity 

    Life Membership Fund    5,800.00 

    Unrestricted Net Assets  66,169.67 

    Net Income       -359.66 

 

 TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY   71,794.07 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

 

 

 

  Board, Volunteers Prepare Cottage for Winter  

  The Board of Directors and volun-

teer workers assembled on October 

22-23, at the Cottage for their fall 

work week and meeting.  The in-

dustriousness of this crew is amaz-

ing to behold.  Unlike most organi-

zations’ boards, which sit around 

shuffling papers, this Board works 

and works hard. 

 

   Under the able and demanding 

leadership of Building and Grounds 

Chairman Peter Westphal, ceiling 

and window fans were dismantled 

and scrubbed, woodwork was 

washed and painted where neces-

sary, furniture was cleaned and 

polished, indoor and outdoor  porch 

furniture was brought in and 

stored, cupboards were cleaned,  

leaves were raked, and landscaping 

was touched up.   

 

  In addition, the falling wallpaper 

in the Library has been removed, and 

the Library is being painted as of this 

writing.    

 

   And there is more to come.   Both 

interior painting and painting of the 

porch will happen during the off-

season. The winter months will also 

see the removal of the tub in Room 1, 

which will be replaced by a step-in 

shower. 

 

   Moreover, the to-do list includes 

getting bids from Klingensmith Heat-

ing and Cooling on the installation of 

a sump pump in the basement, the 

installation of a second bathroom on 

the third floor, and an air-flow/cooling 

system for the third floor.  

 

   Needless to say, these projects are 

costly, and your generous help is al-

ways welcome and greatly appreci-

ated. 

 



    If the Cottage is to continue its im-

portant mission, however, it can only 

do so with your help.  We are con-

stantly reminded that the Cottage is 

strictly self-sustaining and is not sup-

ported by any organization, parish or 

diocese.  It’s primary source of income 

is the rent paid by the summer guests, 

which, unfortunately, is not sufficient 

to cover the Cottage’s operating ex-

penses. 

   We, therefore, ask that you give 

prayerful consideration to the Cottage 

as you plan your holiday charitable 

giving.  Your gift in any amount is 

greatly needed and deeply appreciated.  

No gift is too small, nor is any gift too 

large.  The Cottage needs your help and 

appreciates your past generosity.   

   As we gather at our Thanksgiving 

tables this year, let us indeed be thank-

ful for all that we have, and let us be 

generous in our willingness to share it.  

A Time to Give Thanks and Share 

Contributions to the Cottage may be 

sent at any time to Mr. Larry 

McKnight, Treasurer,  28 Bristol 

View Drive, Fairport, NY  14450,  

and made payable to “The Episcopal 

Cottage of Chautauqua” or given on 

line at www.episcopalcottage.com 

   With the Chautauqua season now 

ended and the Cottage closed for the 

winter, the Board of Directors, officers, 

staff and crew wish all of you  a warm 

and healthy winter and a blessed holi-

day season. 

   As you celebrate and enjoy the holi-

days, we hope that you will remember 

with gratitude how important the Epis-

copal Cottage of Chautauqua is in your 

life, recalling the friends you have 

made there and the spiritual inspira-

tion and direction you have found 

there. 

   For more than ninety years now, the 

Cottage’s ministry of hospitality has 

touched the lives of countless pilgrims 

on their spiritual journeys.   It is a 

home away from home for its guests in 

a most unique way, providing nourish-

ment and rest for the body and refresh-

ment for the soul. 

   Episcopal Cottage News is a tri-annual newsletter 

published after the spring, summer, and fall meetings 

of the Board of Directors.  It seeks to keep the mem-

bers and friends of the Episcopal Cottage of Chautau-

qua, in the words of President Mary Taylor, “apprised 

of what is transpiring at the Cottage as well as the 

needs of the Cottage to ensure its future as a vital part of the Chautau-

qua scene.” 

   As such, E C News welcomes your contributions to this publication.  

Please send your news items to John Tamplin, Editor, 4765 Scott 

Drive, Hermitage, PA 16148, or email them to:                                        

welshman1828@yahoo.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Board Meetings 

 

April 29, 30, 2011 

August 28, 2011 

October 21- 22, 2011 

 

  

   

  

 
Remember . . .You can now send 

in your room reservation applica-

tions via our website after Novem-

ber 15. 

 

www.episcopalcottage.com 
 

You will receive an immediate 

email confirmation upon receipt. 

Retreats at the Cottage 
    
   Retreat Coordinator, Paul Cawein reports that two church groups 

held retreats at the Cottage in September.  Stop the Violence Coalition 

of Buffalo held a retreat September 3-5, with support from the Bishop 

of Western New York, and Episcopal Church Women of Erie held their 

retreat September 24-26. 

 

   The Cottage is available for retreats and private rentals during the 

off season.   Please note that new guidelines and procedures are soon to 

be implemented. 

 

   To schedule a retreat or a private rental, contact Paul Cawein, Re-

treat Coordinator, at 43 Vincent, P. O. Box 573, Chautauqua, NY14722 

or call 716-357-4185 or visit our website at: 

 www.episcopalcottage.com 
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A Sign of Faith, A Sign of Hope,  

A Sign of Charity 


